February 11, 1999

IN HONOR OF THE 25TH WEDDING
ANNIVERSARY OF JAMES AND
CLARE CLARK

HON. CURT WELDON

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 11, 1999

Mr. WELDON of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today to acknowledge the 25th wedding
anniversary of my life-long friend, James
Clark, and his wife, Clare. Jimmy and Clare
Clark were married on February 15, 1974.

Jimmy and | grew up together in Marcus
Hook, Pennsylvania, and his wife, Clare, grew
up just a few blocks away from my wife, Mary,
in Wilmington, Delaware.

Jimmy and Clare have devoted many years
of their lives to public service. Jimmy and |
served together as members of the Viscose
Fire Company in Marcus Hook, Pennsylvania.
We fought fires together, and established a
bond of friendship and trust that can never be
broken. He followed in my footsteps, first as a
member of the fire company, and later as
chief of the company. He later went on to be-
come Chief of the Borough of Marcus Hook
Fire Department.

Clare previously worked for the Wilmington,
Delaware Bureau of Police, and served the
Viscose Fire Company for many years as a
member of the Ladies Auxiliary.

Jimmy currently is employed by Epsilon
Products Company in Marcus Hook, Pennsyl-
vania, and Clare is employed by Christiana
Care in Wilmington, Delaware.

Jimmy and Clare are terrific people, dedi-
cated to their family and concerned for their
neighbors and friends. They are leaders in
their community. America needs more people
like them.

Mr. Speaker, in this era where we seem to
have rediscovered the importance of marriage
and family, it is all together fitting and proper
for us to honor this couple on the achievement
of this significant milestone. | am proud to rep-
resent the Clarks in the United States Con-
gress, and | ask you and my colleagues to join
with me in congratulating them on the 25th
wedding anniversary.

CONGRATULATIONS TO PAMELA
CRUZ AND MATTHEW COPUS

HON. HEATHER WILSON

OF NEW MEXICO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 11, 1999

Mrs. WILSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate Pamela Cruz and Matthew
Copus, who have achieved national recogni-
tion for exemplary volunteer service in their
community. Pamela and Matthew have been
named New Mexico’s top two student volun-
teers in the 1999 Prudential Spirit of Commu-
nity Awards program, an annual honor con-
ferred on the most impressive student volun-
teers in each state, the District of Columbia
and Puerto Rico.

The program that brought these young role
models to our attention—The Prudential Spirit
of Community Awards—was created by the
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Prudential Insurance Company of America in
partnership with the National Association of
Secondary School Principals in 1995 to im-
press upon all youth volunteers that their con-
tributions are critically important and highly
valued, and to inspire other young people to
follow their example. This program is the na-
tion’s largest youth recognition effort based
solely on community service, with more than
50,000 young people participating.

| applaud Pamela and Matthew for their ini-
tiative in seeking to make their community a
better place to live, and for the positive impact
they have had on the lives of others. They
have demonstrated a level of commitment and
accomplishment that is truly extraordinary in
today’s world, and deserve our sincere admi-
ration and respect. Their actions show that
young Americans can—and do—play impor-
tant roles in our communities, and that Amer-
ica’s community spirit continues to hold tre-
mendous promise for the future.

| am proud that these two outstanding
young people are from the district which | rep-
resent, the first district of New Mexico and en-
courage them to continue to be leaders in-
volved in the improvement of their community.

————

STATEMENT ON THE
IMPEACHMENT PROCEEDINGS

HON. ROBERT A. BRADY

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 11, 1999

Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker, |
don’t think | need to say anything about the
facts of this case. The thousands of pages
from the Independent Counsel say it all, and
anyone who still thinks there’s enough in there
to convict the President on Perjury or Obstruc-
tion of Justice charges should read them
again. | can’t add anything to the case the
White House Counsel presented, so | won’t
try. 'm not going to talk about Constitutional
Law, except to say that | don’'t see how the
President can be removed from office in this
case even if the charges could be proven.
While President Clinton is guilty of bad behav-
ior and lack of moral judgment in this issue,
he didn’t put the country in jeopardy. Instead,
I'll tell you about the political lynching that’s
been going on, how we got here, and why we
can't seem to get back to the issues of the
people of America.

Ever since | can remember, | have regarded
the United States Congress with a kind of
awe. Throughout my political career I've been
impressed by the Representatives on both
sides of the aisle and held them in very high
regard. That is, until | was elected as a Mem-
ber of the House, walked through it's doors for
the first time, and became witness to the most
hateful and vicious attack on our Democracy
that this country has ever seen, the hijacking
of the American Government. The conserv-
ative Republicans wanted nothing less than
the total destruction of their political enemy,
the nationally elected President of our United
States. Maybe this sounds partisan, but I'm
not here to make friends or win any popularity
contests with my fellow Congressmen, I'm
here to do what my people asked me to do—
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represent them. | won’t pretend that | am not
a staunch Democratic supporter of the Presi-
dent. I'll just give you a little history, tell you
what I've seen and, you can be the judge.

It started in 1992, when a Southern, pro-
choice, environmentally minded moderate won
the Presidency. The Republican minority in
Congress was stunned. This Democratic
President did not attempt to win their approval
by advocating their issues. In fact, he made
hard and fast enemies while he picked apart
their proposals and vetoed them. They
shouldn’t have taken it so personally because
the reality is, he didn’t make friends with the
Democrats either! But it was back then that
they decided they had to get rid of him.

In 1994, the Republicans succeeded in tak-
ing over the Congress with huge amounts of
soft money from large corporations, rich spe-
cial interest groups, and other ultra-conserv-
ative organizations. Even with this new Major-
ity in the House, the President continued to
win the political fights and continued to gain
favor in the hearts and minds of the voters.
While the new majority tried to shut down the
government, the President stood for issues of
national concern such as education and Social
Security. In effect, even though they had the
House, they still lost. Now, they decided, it
was time to make a move for the political as-
sassination of their enemy.

With the right wing organization behind
them, the House conservatives tried a variety
of tactics, each one unsuccessful. They
sought to indict him as a criminal. They pro-
ceeded to dredge up and spin allegations of il-
legal involvement by either President or First
Lady, (Whitewater, Travelgate, Filegate, etc.
. . .) They knew that with the right amount of
pressure and enough fuel, they could get the
Attorney General to grant their request for a
Special Prosecutor (a Republicans zealot of
their choice) to “get him”. With the help of the
media, (there’s no news like bad news involv-
ing the President), they succeeded.

Just short of four years and forty million tax
dollars later, not a single shred of indictable
evidence was uncovered. This is incredible
when you consider that EVERY stone had
been unturned. This was also a serious prob-
lem for the Republicans since they spent all
that time and money with nothing to show for
it and, in spite of the media storm they pro-
duced, the President’s job approval rating was
still climbing! Then BINGO! They got lucky.

In walks that paragon of American virtue,
Ms. Linda Tripp, with juicy tales of her illegally
taped conversations with the now famous
Monica. Although this wasn’t exactly the stuff
that “High Crimes and Misdemeanors” are
made of, it’s still all they had, so they had to
make it work. The new leader of the effort to
destroy the President, the so-called “inde-
pendent” counsel, devised a plan to work with
the lawyers on the Jones civil case and use
the illegally obtained information to set a trap
for the President! By now, you know the rest
of the story, so | won’t get into the details ex-
cept to say that no other citizen of this country
would ever be subject to such an outrageous
and illegal bastardization of the American sys-
tem of justice. It is only the right wing con-
spiracy, in justification of their destructive pur-
suit, who would have you believe this is simply
“equal justice under the law”.
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